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This guide follows that same energy. 
A little chaotic, weirdly specific, 
entirely word-of-mouth. Built with 
the Perfectly Imperfect community, it maps the places people actually return to, from bowling alleys and Bushwick bar crawls to bookstores you lose hours in and bakeries you can WFH all day. 

This borough isn't something 
you "do" so much as something 
you get pulled into. And the 
blocks surrounding Ace Hotel 

Brooklyn are just a taste of what 
this borough does best. One minute 
you're waiting under the glow of the 
Brooklyn Paramount marquee, the next 
you're sprawled out in Prospect Park’s 
Long Meadow watching the sunrise, 
arguing about the best scallion pancake 
breakfast sandwich in Williamsburg.

This guide, just like 
Brooklyn, is forever! 
Scan the QR, add your 
own spot, pass it on.

BROOKLYN MUSEUM
TRANSIT: 2 OR 3 TRAIN 
FROM NEVINS ST → 
EASTERN PKWY–BROOKLYN 
MUSEUM (~15 MIN) 

LOCAL TIP: Come on 
First Saturdays (except 
September) for free evening 
admission, live DJs, and a 
genuine party. Don't miss the 
5th-floor Luce Center "open 
storage" vaults.
IDENTITY: For a Met-level 
collection without Midtown 
crowds.

BROOKLYN 
PARAMOUNT

WALK: ~0.2 MI / 4 MIN 

LOCAL TIP: Grab cheesecake 
at Junior's across the street 
before the show. Arrive early 
to take in the restored 1928 
interior and the vintage 
Wurlitzer organ.
IDENTITY: For the music-
lover chasing gilded-age 
grandeur.

BRIC ARTS MEDIA 
WALK: ~0.3 MI / 5 MIN 

LOCAL TIP: Gallery admission 
is free. In summer, follow 
BRIC to Prospect Park for 
their outdoor concert series, 
BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn!
IDENTITY:  For the civic-
minded culture-seeker.

FILM NOIR CINEMA 
(GREENPOINT)
TRANSIT: G TRAIN FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN → 
NASSAU AV (~25 MIN), 
5-MIN WALK

LOCAL TIP: Cash only. 
Check what owner Will is 
screening. Programming 
leans obscure, foreign, cult, 
and noir. The DVD-for-sale 
wall is a rabbit hole; $5 beers 
sweeten it.
IDENTITY: For the cinephile.

Arts & Media

Note: All walking distances an
d transit 

directions are calculated from
 Ace 

Hotel Brooklyn (252 Schermerho
rn St)



WIN SON BAKERY 
WALK: ~2.5 MI / 50 MIN 

TRANSIT: G TRAIN FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN → 
METROPOLITAN AV (~20 
MIN), 10-MIN WALK; OR L 
TO GRAND 

LOCAL TIP: Order the BEC 
scallion pancake sandwich 
or the Fan Tuan (Taiwanese 
rice roll). Go weekday 
mornings as weekends have 
a serious line.
IDENTITY: For the foodie.

ROYAL BAKERY (CROWN 
HEIGHTS)
WALK: ~2.3 MI / 45 MIN 

TRANSIT: A OR C FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN → 
NOSTRAND AV, ~10-MIN 
WALK (~25 MIN TOTAL) 

LOCAL TIP: Get the doubles 
(Trinidadian curried-
chickpea flatbread). Ask for 
"slight pepper" if you don't 
want it too hot. Closed Mon 
& Sun.
IDENTITY: For the traveler 
who knows Brooklyn for its 
Caribbean culture.

SWOONY’S (COLUMBIA 
WATERFRONT)
WALK: ~1.3 MI / 25 MIN 
(PLEASANT WALK THROUGH 
COBBLE HILL)

LOCAL TIP: Order the 
lobster orzo — every review 
mentions it for a reason. 
Reserve ahead; it's a small 
room. Closed Sunday.
IDENTITY: For the date-night 
diner who wants an intimate 
setting.

BABY BLUES 
LUNCHEONETTE  
(EAST WILLIAMSBURG)
WALK: ~2.3 MI / 45 MIN 

TRANSIT: G FROM HOYT-
SCHERMERHORN → BROADWAY 
(~20 MIN), 5-MIN WALK 

LOCAL TIP: Order the 
baklava banana waffles or 
the Zorba plate. Tiny space 
— aim for a weekday to avoid 
the Saturday-noon crunch.
IDENTITY: For the brunch-
hunter with a soft spot for 
Greek-diner nostalgia.

SUNNY’S BAR (RED 
HOOK)
TRANSIT: B61 BUS FROM 
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 
~25–30 MIN, OR F/G TO 
SMITH-9TH STS + 15-MIN 
WALK

LOCAL TIP: Cash only (ATM 
on site). Go Saturday night 
for the legendary bluegrass 
jam — old salts bringing 
instruments, no cover.
IDENTITY: For the music-
lover after old Brooklyn soul.

ALLIGATOR LOUNGE 
(WILLIAMSBURG)
TRANSIT: G TRAIN  
FROM HOYT-SCHERMERHORN 
→ METROPOLITAN AV  
(~20 MIN)

LOCAL TIP:  Every drink 
comes with a ticket for a free 
personal pizza made in-
house. Stay for karaoke in the 
back — free to sing, no cover.
IDENTITY: For the dive-bar 
enthusiast.

TINA’S PLACE  
(‘TINA’S DINER’,  
EAST WILLIAMSBURG)
TRANSIT: J OR M FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN (VIA 
A/C) → FLUSHING AV (~25 
MIN), SHORT WALK

LOCAL TIP: Cash only (ATM 
inside). Order big — portions 
are huge, prices are low. 
The huevos rancheros and 
pancakes are the move. Open 
6 AM for post-bar or early-
morning runs.
IDENTITY: For the no-frills 
breakfast loyalist.

Libations

DiningCafes

↑



1.	 Brooklyn Paramount 

2.	 BRIC Arts Media 

3.	 Brooklyn Museum 

4.	 Prospect Park 

5.	 Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

6.	 Sunny’s Bar 

7.	 Alligator Lounge 

8.	 Win Son Bakery 

9.	 Royal Bakery 

10.	Swoony’s

11.	 Baby Blues Luncheonette 

12.	Paragon 

13.	Melody Lanes 

14.	East River Ferry 

15.	Bushwick Collective Street Art 

16.	The Nonbinarian Bookstore 

17.	 Molasses Books 

18.	Film Noir Cinema 

19.	Harold and Maude Vintage 

20.	Venus in Tokyo 

21.	Tina’s Place (Tina’s Diner) 

22.	Cozy Royale 

23.	Public Records 

24.	Atlantic Avenue Shops 
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PARAGON (BUSHWICK)
TRANSIT: J/M/Z FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN 
(TRANSFER TO A/C FIRST 
AT HOYT) → MYRTLE AV 
(~25 MIN). OR LATE-
NIGHT CARS

LOCAL TIP: Only open Fri & 
Sat, 9:30 PM–3 AM. This is a 
real techno club, not a casual 
cocktail spot. Go late, dress to 
dance, check the lineup first.
IDENTITY: For the 
underground-dance devotee.

MELODY LANES 
(SUNSET PARK) 
TRANSIT: D/N/R FROM 
ATLANTIC AV-BARCLAYS → 
36TH ST OR 25TH ST (~20 
MIN), SHORT WALK

LOCAL TIP: Every Tuesday is 
ladies' night with discounted 
lanes and shoe rental if you 
are on a girls' trip!
IDENTITY: For the traveler who 
wants to live like a true local.

HAROLD AND MAUDE 
VINTAGE (BED-STUY) 
WALK: ~1.8 MI / 35 MIN 

TRANSIT: C TRAIN FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN → 
CLINTON-WASHINGTON AVS 
(~12 MIN), 10-MIN WALK

LOCAL TIP: Best hunting 
ground for leather jackets 
and cashmere sweaters 
at honest prices. Closed 
Tuesdays. Small shop — chat 
with the owner; he'll pull 
things from the back.
IDENTITY: For the 
thoughtful vintage shopper.

VENUS IN TOKYO 
(WILLIAMSBURG)
TRANSIT: L FROM UNION 
SQ (VIA 2/3 FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN) → 
BEDFORD AV, 7-MIN WALK 
(~25 MIN). OR G TO 
METROPOLITAN AV

LOCAL TIP: Everything — 
jewelry, handmade garments, 
tiny weird trinkets — is 
independently designed and 
artist-made. Go in without 
a list; you'll leave with 
something you didn't know 
existed.
IDENTITY: For the maximalist 
who dresses like a character. 

ATLANTIC AVENUE SHOPS
WALK: THE STRIP STARTS 5 MIN FROM THE HOTEL AND RUNS 
WEST TOWARD THE WATER

LOCAL TIP: The good stretch is Court St to Hicks St. Hit Horseman 
Antiques, Sahadi's (legendary Lebanese grocer for olives, bulk 
spices, baklava), Outline, and the vintage boutiques. Saturday mid-
morning has the best vibe. 
IDENTITY: For the slow-browser who likes a shopping street.

PUBLIC RECORDS (GOWANUS) 
WALK: ~0.6 MI / 12 MIN

LOCAL TIP: Three venues in one: plant-based café (daytime), the 
Sound Room upstairs (cocktail lounge with audiophile speakers), 
and the basement dance floor (house/techno on weekends). 
Check what's playing; it's a booking-driven spot.
IDENTITY: For the design-minded person who knows what "hi-fi" 
actually means.

Entertainment Shopping



PROSPECT PARK
TRANSIT: 2 OR 3 TRAINS FROM NEVINS ST → GRAND ARMY 
PLAZA (~15 MIN) 

LOCAL TIP: Enter at Grand Army Plaza 
and head straight to Long Meadow for 
a picnic. In summer, check the Lakeside 
splash pad; in winter, LeFrak Center for 
ice skating.
IDENTITY: For the traveler who wants to 
live like a Brooklynite for an afternoon.

BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN
TRANSIT: 2 OR 3 TRAIN FROM NEVINS 
ST → EASTERN PKWY–BROOKLYN MUSEUM 
(~15 MIN)

LOCAL TIP: Time your visit to Weekends 
in Bloom (early May) for peak cherry 
blossoms. Closed Mondays. The Japanese 
Hill-and-Pond Garden is the crown jewel.
IDENTITY: For the romantic 
photographer. 

MOLASSES BOOKS 
(BUSHWICK)

TRANSIT: L TRAIN FROM 
UNION SQ (VIA 2/3 FROM 
HOYT-SCHERMERHORN) → 
HALSEY ST (~30 MIN), 
5-MIN WALK. OR M TO 
CENTRAL AV

LOCAL TIP:  It's a used 
bookstore, café, AND a wine 
bar where you can trade 
books for store credit. Grab 
a coffee or natural wine and 
stay for hours. 
IDENTITY: For the bookish 
wanderer who likes their 
third place slightly feral. 

EAST RIVER FERRY  
(FULTON FERRY 
LANDING) 
WALK: ~1.1 MI / 22 MIN 
(WALK THROUGH DUMBO) 

TRANSIT: A/C FROM HOYT-
SCHERMERHORN → HIGH ST, 
8-MIN WALK (~15 MIN) 

LOCAL TIP: Take the South 
Brooklyn route at sunset,  
$4.50, full bar onboard, 
and the rooftop deck gives 
you the Statue of Liberty, 
Brooklyn Bridge, and 
Manhattan skyline in one 
shot. OMNY won’t work, so 
pay via app or kiosk. 
IDENTITY:  For the budget 
traveler who wants the best 
skyline view in NYC.

BUSHWICK 
COLLECTIVE  
STREET ART
TRANSIT: L TRAIN FROM 
UNION SQ (AFTER 2/3 
FROM HOYT-SCHERMERHORN) 
→ JEFFERSON ST (~30 MIN 
TOTAL). OR THE M TRAIN 
TO CENTRAL AV

LOCAL TIP: Start at 
Troutman St & St. Nicholas 
Avenue and walk east, murals 
change constantly. Saturday 
afternoons are the best 
window. Go during daylight.
IDENTITY: For the urban 
photographer and street-art 
pilgrim.

Pa
rk
s

Views Bookshops

THE NONBINARIAN 
BOOKSTORE (CROWN 
HEIGHTS)
TRANSIT: 2 OR 3 FROM 
NEVINS ST → FRANKLIN AV, 
10-MIN WALK (~20 MIN)

LOCAL TIP: Grab a free 
mystery book outside with 
a purchase. Follow their 
Instagram — they host small 
community events, readings, 
and zine fairs.
IDENTITY: For the queer 
traveler looking for a 
welcoming neighborhood 
anchor. 



Brooklyn doesn't 
end. There's 
always another 
block, another 

spot, another reason to 
come back. Whether 
you're here for a work 
trip, a weekend, or quietly 
deciding if this is where 
you belong, this borough 
will keep surprising you.

Find more Local Brooklyn 
Recommendations on pi.fyi


